wMcli he could be appointed. Mr. Allan, too, may have felt some sympathetic uneasiness, inasmuch as he was preparing to take a new and youthful wife, who might not find Edgar's presence in the house desirable. Poe's attainment of his majority was not regarded as an insuperable obstacle. It was as easy to grow two years younger now as it had been to grow four years older when he enlisted, and he had already made up his mind to this rejuvenation some months before, when he wrote to John Neal that he was "not yet twenty." Relying on this fiction, he solicited the influence of Powhatan Ellis, a younger brother of Mr. Allan's partner, and then United States Senator from Mississippi, who wrote to Secretary Eaton, March 13, recommending him not from any personal acquaintance, but on information1 from others. This letter received immediate attention. Poe was forthwith appointed a cadet, and on March 31 Mr. Allan gave his formal consent as guardian to his ward's binding himself to serve the United States for five years. The die being cast, Mr. Allan furnished Poe with whatever was necessary, and he probably thought, as he turned to the enjoyment of his wedded bliss, that
1 This may have been furnished by Judge Marshall and General Scott, whose wife was a cousin of Mr. Allan's Jiance'e, but of their interference, first alleged by Hirst (Edgar A. Poe, Philadelphia Saturday Museum, 1843) and repeated by later biographers (Mr. Stoddard adds the name of John "Randolph), there is no record. Hirst's sketch, it may be remarked here, though resting primarily on Poe's authority, is full of errors.